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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 

This summer seems to have flown by. I have taken part in most 
of the events we offer but just as I get into the swing the season 
seems to be closing but I hope you have enjoyed yourselves as 
much as I have. 
Chairman’s Day 
Thank you to all who came to “Chairman’s day”. There always is 
a risk I could be the only person there on the day but I am 
pleased to write there were a goodly number of folk present. 
Many before I arrived who had erected the gazebos with tables 
and chairs flying out of the club house and at the end of the day 
they made all this equipment disappear back into the club house 
with very little input from me. 
A very lazy enjoyable day for me with time to chat and play 
boats. Dave Parker came up with a seemingly easy task of 
having 5 rounds to hit each of 5 racing buoys in the shortest time 
using our Club 500 and F600 boats. Well I manage it on race 
days but not so easy when it becomes the main objective. 
The third “Scale Steering” event took place with everyone 
present had a go at taking the “Hudson Bay” round the course 
then trying to match the time taken on the reverse way around 
the course.  
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Dates for your diary 

Sunday 1st October 
Yachting Round 7 
IOM & Handicap (Any yacht) 
Saturday 7th October 
Tug Towing Round 7 
Free Sailing & competition 
Saturday 14th October 
Fast Electrics Round 7 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races & 
Run What Ya Brung 
Saturday 4th November 
Beale Park closes. 
Thursday 16th November 8 pm 
C l u b e v e n i n g m e e t i n g @ 
Tidmarsh Hall. 
Thursday 14th December 8 pm 
Club Christmas Meeting @ 
Tidmarsh Hall
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Tug towing practice with 4 tugs. See Tug Towing report
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There was one notable exception trying to do it the hard way the 
picture will explain all but the undoing of this brave attempt. 
Round 3 results 
Colin 1st 4 seconds   Andy 2nd 5 seconds   Tony 3rd 9 seconds  
Guy 4th  35 seconds 

Beale Park Model Boat Show                                                                                    
For the benefit of newer members the “Beale Park Model Boat 
Show” is an event that belongs to Beale Park we as resident club 
join with whoever has approached the park to organise this event 
as we don’t have the resources to put on a large two day show. 
Planning has been taking place for next year and we are 
partnering with “Kent Model Boat Club Display Team”. As 
mentioned in a previous review of our “Open Day” all the clubs 
that attended this year will be taking part in next year’s show. 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED May Sat 5th & Sun 6th 2018 
I am starting early to ask for volunteers to assist with various 
duties during the two day show, based on the number of 
members who helped with our open day this year we can easily 
split across the two days so that no one has to be present more 
than one day and only part of a day if it helps. 
Our Membership Secretary triumphantly claims we have over 50 
members this is a first for a few years, hopefully this indicates we 
are doing something right, but if you believe we can do better 
please contact me or one of the committee. 

Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 
With the penultimate rounds of our championships just completed 
the eventual finishing order is becoming clearer. A change of 
leadership in F600B is still mathematically possible and the Silver 
and Bronze places in Club500 and Wacky Races are still up for 
grabs at the final round of the championships on Saturday 14th 
November. Please note that only the best 6 scores from 7 
rounds count towards your championship score. 
Attendances for Wacky Races and Run What Ya Brung have 
been sporadic so please lets have a few more for the final 
meeting. If you want to run a F/E boat just bring it along to Run 
What Ya Brung on Saturday Race Day afternoons. 
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Trading Post  

Wanted 
Club 500 Boat 

Club 500 wanted for junior club 
member.  Please contact 

wiki.daniels@gmail.com

To decide which way to steer when a boat is coming towards 
me I imagine being in the boat but Richard is taking it a bit far.

mailto:wiki.daniels@gmail.com
mailto:wiki.daniels@gmail.com
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Club500 Championship standings after 6 rounds. 

F600B Championship standings after 6 rounds. 

Wacky Races Championship after 4 rounds 
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Trading Post  

Trading Post is an area 

of Voice Pipe where 

members can advertise 

their model 

paraphernalia. So if you 

have any you would like 

to sell, swap, buy or just 

want something send 

contact details, brief 

description and a picture 

if possible to:- 

parker42@btinternet.com

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Graham Coles 12 1 39

Alan Whitbread 7 2 25

Colin Mears 6 3 21

Tony Simons 5 4 15

Joshua Simons 3 5 9

Harry Simons 14 6 6

Jon Simons 4 7 4

Stephen Tappin 18 7 4

Jim Wilshire 9 9 3

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Graham Coles 12 1 39

Colin Mears 4 2 31

Alan Whitbread 7 3 22

Tony Simons 1 4 21

Jon Simons 3 5 6

Ian Hughes 5 6 5

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Dave Parker 8 1 36

Tony Simons 5 2 16

Alan Whitbread 7 3 10

Jon Simons 3 4 7

Harry Simons 10 5 6
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Run What Ya Brung
Attendance on Saturday afternoon race days has been a little 
sporadic however we have had a good selection of craft taking 
part.

I have been testing this Mono 1 as a potential Have A Go Boat 
for the more experienced racers. 
Electra’s Visits
MTMBC hosted a round of the Electra Championships on 
Sunday July 16. A number of members came along to watch 
and chat with the racers.
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Wacky Race competitors manoeuvring for the best start.
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Fast Electric failures
Have you ever wondered what the rota inside a brushless motor 
looks like?  

This is the rota from a brushless motor that has been 
overloaded and driven to overheating. The glue holding the bar 
magnets & fibreglass binding has melted resulting in the 
bindings failing and the sintered bar magnets disintegrating. 
Brushless motors are very reliable but F/E racing is very 
demanding because the motor is expected to run flat out, at high 
loads, for most of the race. 

These were expensive, hard aluminium, CNC machined, surface 
drive, racing propellers which have both failed in exactly the 
same way. They were fitted to a Mono 1 F/E racing boat that I 
was testing. After the first run I assumed the boat had hit 
something solid in the water, but another similar failure quickly 
following the first, which made me think again. My theory is that 
centrifugal forces set up in the blades caused stress fractures  
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 01993 868293 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Treasurer & Webmaster 
Ian Hughs 

Tel: 07740 345129 
Email: ian@ihughes.co.uk 

Membership Secretary & Scale 
Leader 

Roger Strudwicke 
Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
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resulting in their destruction. These were 37.5mm diameter and 
were fitted to a boat that was equipped with an 11.1 Volt battery 
and a 3,600 (revolutions per Volt) brushless motor. That works 
out at 39,960 rpm! (unloaded). 
If we have any experts on metal fatigue & stress fractures out 
there please let me have your opinions. 

Tug Towing by Tony Simons 
Meetings have been well attended and we seem to have 
attracted so many at the start of the season that I thought we 
would need more barges to tow but numbers fell as the summer 
progressed. If we don’t meet expectation please let me know. 

There have been a number of new tugs built and trialled during 
the summer acquiring input on design features from the old 
salts. Their skippers are also gaining skills in handling their 
commands to become effective in towing. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates 
Representative  

Janet Burch 
Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net

Great rescue work Alan! but where’s the rest of the boat?

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
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As another piece of fun and while in its infancy we are looking at 
having a career structure to take skippers from cadet to Master 
by demonstrating their handling dexterity both with and without a 
tow of varying sizes. As in the real world stripes will be awarded 
and possibly badges indicating the type of tug used this may 
result in someone having a hat covered in badges if they have 
skippered everything from a single screw tug to a state of the art 
azimuth tug. 
The competition towing has not been taken up by any of the 
more recent members effectively leaving the usual three/four 
fighting to not win the very large “Tug Master” trophy this 
however has been on hold partly because of work commitments 
and the need to identify a tug towing demonstration team for 
next year’s 2018 “Beale Park Model Boat Show” 

Still to be confirmed we may be demonstrating towing a large 
warship around a course using four tugs at “Beale Park Model 
Boat Show” next May. 
I wish you tight lines and rope free propellers. 

Yachting Sextion by John Price 
Not a lot has changed since the last Voice Pipe. There is a small 
group of skippers who seem to be constantly changing their 
boats so I’m not sure who has got what but there is a growing 
number of International One Metres (IOMs) in the club and, as 
previously reported, an explosion of DragonFlite 95s. This has 
prompted suggestions that we could run extra regattas next 
year. 
These could be on one Saturday each month, with DF95s in the 
morning and IOMs in the afternoon. Sundays would remain as 
they are now,  with Fiestas, Victorias and DF 65s in the morning 
and the Handicap in the afternoon. If you have other ideas, 
please let me know. 
The copse that was nobly cleared earlier this year by a few 
members is growing back at an alarming rate. Perhaps we need 
to organise a work party to clear it or we could all bring loppers 
or pruning saws to each regatta and cut down a few trees every 
time. 
Things are shaping up nicely for an entertaining season next 
year. 

Scale & Saga Sailing 
Alan has been pleased with the turnout on Thursdays, as this 
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Club Contacts - Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel: 077765 263718 
Email: orsonkarte@btinternet.com

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
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has been mainly new members. I know we have new members 
who are not near retirement and cannot make Thursday 
afternoons - also holidays and weather have an impact, so 
please keep coming (old-timers and newcomers) are all 
welcome! 
I would like to reiterate an important safety message: 
Please do not go boating alone, safety in numbers!  Just 
pick up the phone and buddy up with either myself or 
another member.   

Membership Secs Report 
Current membership numbers are healthy and compare 
favourably with those from 2016 which are shown in brackets.  
Full  53   (44) 
Associate  35   (35) 
Junior 5     (2) 

Two important reminders for all MTMBC members 

Please do not forget to sign in at BP reception and 
please leave the club facilities tidy and secure. 
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This is the actual transcript of a 
radio conversation between a 
British Navy ship and the Irish 
Coastguard, off the coast of Kerry: 
Irish. Please divert your course 15 
degrees to the south, to avoid 
collision 
British. Recommend you divert 
your course 15 degrees to the 
north, to avoid collision 
Irish. Negative. You will have to 
divert your course 15 degrees to 
the south ' to avoid collision. 
British. This is the Captain of a 
British Navy Ship. I say again, 
divert YOUR course. 
Irish. Negative. I say again, you 
will have to divert YOUR course 
British. THIS IS THE LARGEST SHIP 
IN THE BRITISH FLEET. WE ARE 
ACCOMPANIED BY 3 DESTROYERS, 
3 CRUISERS, AND NUMEROUS 
SUPPORT SHIPS. I DEMAND THAT 
YOU CHANGE YOUR COURSE 15 
DEGREES TO THE NORTH, OR 
COUNTERMEASURES WILL BE 
UNDERTAKEN TO ENSURE THE 
SAFETY OF THIS FLOTILLA. 

Irish. THIS IS A LIGHTHOUSE ....... 
YOUR CALL! 

An old sea captain was sitting on a 
bench near the wharf when a 
young man walked up and sat 
down. The young man had spiked 
hair and each spike was a different 
colour.... green, red, orange, blue, 
and yellow. 
After a while the young man 
noticed that the captain was 
staring at him. 
"What's the matter old timer, never 
done anything wild in your life? 
The old captain replied, "Got drunk 
once and married a parrot. I was 
just wondering if you were my 
son!" 


