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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 
I wish to thank all who made the Christmas meeting possible and 
a very enjoyable evening, Richard Howard kindly awarded the 
trophies for our various activities, congratulations to all who 
received a trophy. In my case I seemed to have been awarded 
several 2nd place trophies so either must try harder next year or 
as shelf space in my next home is at a premium possibly not! 

Richard is our club President and owner of Beale Park with a 
weakness for collecting model boats as seen in the “Pavilion 
model boat display” but this represents only a small portion of 
the total collection, hopefully we will soon be able to see more of 
his collection as plans are being made to expand on the 
available display area. 

Fast Electrics 

• 2016 Season Overview 
• Championships - end of 

season finishing positions 
• F600 brushless motor upgrade 
• Wacky Races 
• Run What Ya Brung 
• 2017 Season Preview 

Tug Towing 

• Trophy winners 
• Plans for next year 

Yachting 

Scale & Saga Sailing 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday 12th January 
Boats in build, Bring & Buy, 
Concurs Competition & Talk on 
battery types & management. 
Thursday 9th February 
Beale Park Opens. A chance to 
get out on the water again. 
Thursday  16th February 
MTMBC Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 5th March 
Yachting. Tune up/advice/have a 
go/bring any type of yacht. 
Saturday 15th March 
Tug Towing. Bring any tug for a 
try/tune up/advice or just come 
and have a go with a loan tug. 
Saturday 25th March 
Fast Electrics a.m. Club500 & 
F600 Tune up/advice/come and 
have a go with a loan boat. 
Very fast p.m. Bring your own 
boat of any type. tune up/advice/
practice free for all. 
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The winning team for the quiz nite in November received their 
trophy during the award ceremony, congratulations to them a well 
deserved win. 
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Trading Post  

High performance F/E Race Boat 
Needs Motor, ESC & Radio Gear 
Carbon/Glass Fibre mix………£45 
Contact Dave on 0118 9700162 

Unused very powerful brushless 
motor by High-End Technology. 
Typhoon 1W-30, 6 pole, 4,400Kv 
1,400Watts………………….….£40 
Contact Dave on 0118 9700162 

Hardly used brushless motor by 
FSD……………………………..£25 
Contact Dave on 0118 9700162

MTMBC F/E Racers take the honours in all three 2016 Electra 
mono hull championships. Trophies presented by Mr Phil Toler, 
Electra chairman, at their AGM in November. 
Nathan Vosloo 1st in Mono 1; 1st in Mini Mono; 3rd in Mono 2. 
Dave Parker 1st in Mono 2 and 2nd in Mini Mono.

The winning team "The Nay Sayers" Consisting of Janet Burch, 
Chris and Roger Strudwicke & Jon Simons. - Four bottles of 
wine to the winners.
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Time is flying by two of the four evening meetings have taken 
place two more to go and we will be out on the water again, well 
the hardy souls will because the park opens on February 9th 
2017 this tends to be on the cold side for me but not for all as 
several at the start of this year proved. 

I am looking for volunteers next year to help run at least one 
“Have ago” model boat session for visitors to the park, as many 
are aware there are ever falling numbers taking up hobbies 
such as ours but I believe by giving a taster we may be sowing 
seeds to draw more into our arena albeit possibly not for a few 
years. 

I expect to have three or more de rated Club 500 boats suitably 
modified for first timers I have already “Market tested” one with 
two children who were passing our gate with positive feedback 
much to the surprise of an esteemed colleague who had been 
pouring cold water on my de-rated boat moments earlier. 

Early negotiations are taking place with the Kent Model Boat 
Display Team to lay on the Beale Park Model Boat Show in the 
early May Bank Holiday weekend, we teamed up with them this 
year and provided a very pleasant show. Their driver is to 
promote our pastime to a wider audience and if you saw this 
year’s show they make an excellent job of it. 

I wish you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

A club tribute to our recently retired Chairman 
To belatedly mark the occasion of his retirement from 
the exalted post of Chairman, Mid Thames Model Boat 
Club are pleased to acknowledge the many contributions 
made to the club by Mr.Jon Simons - in particular for 
the following: 
A - Always being willing to visit the cafe in search of 
coffee and hot food. (We suspect the presence of a 
blonde lady in there, but have never been able to prove 
it!) 
B - Providing an invaluable security presence by scowling 
at any passerby unwise enough to try and enter the club 
area uninvited. 
C - Providing Hi-Vis jackets, marked with “Marshall 
Dillon” badges for those on traffic duty during shows. 
D - Being guaranteed to provide entertainment by 
throwing his toys out of his pram whenever one of his 
boats misbehaves. (Or if he meets a Club 500 going the 
wrong way round a buoy!) 
E - Providing a good home for his faithful hound “Bolt” - 
doing this proves there must be a soft interior 
somewhere under the hard external crust! 
In addition, his reign of terror, correction - tenure - is 
also remembered for the following: 
1 - Holding the Chairmanship for the shortest time in 
the history of the Club. 
2 - Causing the greatest amount of worry amongst his 
fellow committee members by threatening to maim, 
murder, drown, or otherwise shorten the life of any 
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Trading Post  

Tenshock high performance used 
brushless motor TS-VZ1030, 4 
pole, 4,250Kv. Complete with 
water cooling jacket…………£20 
Contact Dave on 0118 9700162 

Feigao used brushless motor 
1308418L 3,223Kv 13 Amps with 
cooling…………………………£10 
Contact Dave on 0118 9700162
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member who displeased him. He can be very convincing! 
3 - Further stressing his fellow committee members by 
threatening to publish various scandalous and untrue 
items about them in VoicePipe. 
4 - Publishing pictures of senior members snatching a 
few relaxing moments in the sun, and appearing to be 
asleep. 
5 - Having a “past” involving connections with leather 
jacket wearing, motorcycle riding, beer swilling 
characters of dubious reputation, often confused with 
those peace loving lads known as “Hell’s Angels” 
6 - Being a cause of great concern to the “British 
Battery Manufacturers Association” by regularly force-
feeding their products with far more electricity than 
they are designed to accept.  
So a big “Thank you” Jon - all your contributions to club 
life have been, and always will be, much appreciated! We 
are sure you will find some useful purpose for your 
printout of this article!  

Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 

Season Overview 
Another good year for Fast Electrics at MTMBC with the 
establishment of Wacky Races and Run What Ya Brung on the 
outside lake. A full season of 8 meetings were held 
encompassing Club500, F600, & Wacky Races, championships 
and Run What Ya Brung. 
Demonstrations of Club500 and F600 racing were presented at 
the Beale Park Model Boat Show on 28th & 29th of May. 
Onlookers from other clubs attending the event expressed 
interest in the racing and suggested we were having far too 
much fun. 
Chairman's day was good fun with the first running of Fast 
Electric Tag Team racing over 18 minutes. The result was very 
close with both teams finishing on the same number of laps, 
however penalties for missed buoys decided the winning team 
in the end. 
M T M B C h o s t e d t w o 
rounds of the Electra F/E 
championships in May 
and July. At the first 
meeting Electra organised 
two Novice Challenge 
races exclusively for 
MTMBC members. Over 
the 2 races John’s boat 
achieved the highest 
score. 
He is seen here being 
presented with the Novice 
Challenge trophy by Peter 
Lockhart Electra 
Secretary 

Championships 
Another super season for the Club500 contestants this year. 
Congratulations to Colin who dominated from the start. 
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Trading Post  

Trading Post is an area 
of Voice Pipe where 
members can advertise 
their model 
paraphernalia. So if you 
have any you would like 
to sell, swap, buy or just 
want something send 
contact details, brief 
description and a picture 
if possible to:- 
parker42@btinternet.com

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
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Second place was taken by Peter in his first full championship 
season.  
These popular little boats are still a great introduction to fast 
electric racing. They may not be the fastest but building the kit 
and racing a boat teaches the basics of construction and race 
craft. Above all they are still great fun to race even for 
experienced racers. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 01993 868293 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Treasurer & Webmaster 
Ian Hughs 

Tel: 07740 345129 
Email: ian@ihughes.co.uk 

Membership Secretary & Scale 
Leader 

Roger Strudwicke 
Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com

CLUB 500 - 2016

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Colin Mears 6 1 54

Peter Shanks 2 2 28

Roger Strudwicke 1 3 17

Jim Wilshire 9 4 17

Joshua Simons 3 5 14

Graham Coles 12 6 9

Harry Simons 14 7 8

Tony Simons 5 8 7

Stephen Tappin 18 9 5

Ian Hughes 8 10 4

F600 - 2016

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Colin Mears 4 1 48

Tony Simons 1 2 29

Graham Coles 12 3 15

Ian Hughes 5 4 9

The leaders race for the first buoy just after the start

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
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Congratulations to Colin for another impressive performance to 
win the championship by a clear margin. 
A disappointing number of contestants for the F600s this year.  A 
number of motor failures did not help and the scarcity of direct 
replacements prompted an upgrade to brushless motors for 
2017. 
Upgrade to the F600B 
The prototype F600B has been modified and tested in the 
second half of the racing season. The final trials were 
successfully completed at the last race meeting of the year.  The 
changes will provide an uplift in speed and handling 
performance but still use the standard battery packs.  The 
upgrade will cost current owners £47 which is mostly the cost of 
the motor and electronic speed controller.  The work required to 
modify the original boats will be undertaken by Tony and Dave at 
no extra cost.  It will include fitting the motor and cooling coil. 
Making and fitting an improved coupling designed by Tony.  
Fitting and setting up the ESC and a modification to the rudder 
profile. 
The updated rules governing the class are available on the 
MTMBC web site.  
If you would like to join in the improved, faster, and more fun, 
F600B racing we can make one for you. 
It will be slightly more expensive at £112 than the original F600 
which was priced at £97. 

Wacky Races 
After trials and test events in 2015, the specification for Wacky 
Races was updated, and it was introduced as a championship 
class at the start of the 2016 season. With the experience of 
running the class for a few race meetings it was agreed that the 
draft specification should be changed to shorten the race time 
form 6 to 5 minutes and to dispense with the unnecessary ‘mill 
time’ at the start. The specification was updated to include these 
changes and all future races in 2016 complied with the updated 
specification. 
The rules governing entry for Wacky Races are quite open with 
only the amount of electrical power for the drive specified. So 
any type or size of boat can enter providing the batteries are as 
specified by the rules. Some degree of wackiness is always an 
advantage so come and give it a go. Even if you don’t win the 
championship you may pick up the trophy for the Wackiest boat. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates 
Representative  

Janet Burch 
Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net

The F600B prototype off to a flying start during the trials 

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
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With the approval of the committee the specification will be 
updated to Issue 1 for racing in 2017. A copy of the current rules 
governing the class are available on the MTMBC web site. 

Focus on Run What Ya Brung 
Electric boats that are too fast have been banned from the 
inside lake. Running a fast boat on the outside lake whenever 
you want is fine, but without access to the rescue boat and 
someone to help with recovery, there is a risk your pride and joy 
will be stranded or eventually sink below the waves. 
Run What Ya Brung was introduced to overcome these 
concerns and encourage F/E boat owners to run their boats at a 
time when there are other racers present and the rescue boat is 
readily available for any mishaps. 
Any type or size of electrically powered vessel is welcome so 
why not come along and Run What Ya Brung. If members would 
like to try racing we can organise something on the day 
otherwise they are welcome to try out the race course or just 
have a run round.  
There is always plenty of help and advice on offer should they 
need it. Hopefully we will be able to encourage members taking 
part to race in one of the championship race classes later. The 
more competitions the more fun. 

Preview of next Season 
Club500s 
Why not build yourself a Club500 and come along to join the fun 
racing in next years championships. Like last year our first F/E 
meeting in 2017 will be an opportunity to set up, test, or practice 
as you wish. 
F600B 
More speed and improved handling will add to the fun & games 
so why not get your F600 upgraded or buy a new F600B. 
Those existing owners who prefer not to upgrade are welcome 
to race as usual, but they will be at a disadvantage. 
Wacky Races  
Lets hope we can consolidate this race class by running a full 
championship in 2017. Why not take a look at the rules on the 
web sight and see if you already have a boat that could enter 
Wacky Races. 
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WACKY RACES - 2016

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Dave Parker 8 1 48

Nathan Vosloo 1 2 33

Tony Simons 5 3 23

John Price 2 4 14

Jim Wilshire 7 5 13

Joshua Simons 9 6 10

Harry Simons 10 7 10

Colin Mears 4 8 4

Peter Shanks 6 9 3

Club Contacts - 
Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
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If not commercially available Ready to Run or Almost Ready to 
Run boats can be raced providing the battery rules are adhered 
to. 
Run What Ya Brung 
A chance for members to run their Fast Electric boats of any 
shape or size on race day afternoons. We hope to encourage 
some racing during this casual and unstructured part of race 
day. You could learn to race without the pressure of competition. 
Electra 
MTMBC will host 2 rounds of Electra Championships again in 
2017 on May14 and July16. 
Model Boat Show 
Another good chance for us to show other clubs how we go 
racing at MTMBC. 
Chairmans Day 
This is an opportunity for the membership to express their 
appreciation of the work done by our esteemed hard working 
Chairman. My view is he shouldn’t have to do anything except 
take part in the fun & games and enjoy the lunch.  
I expect to run some Fast Electric races for Club500s and 
F600Bs at the event. Maybe another tag team race or 
something with a fiendish twist. 

Tug Towing by Tony Simons 

Congratulations to Dave Parker crowned officially as “Tug 
Master” 2016 at the Christmas meeting. 

I came in 2nd “Tug First Mate” 2016 

As you will have seen the competition is very relaxed I hope 
more will join in next year to break the recent cycle of the 
trophies passing between the same three. If you think you can’t 
match the low buoy hits we are making just watch me as despite 
having a state of the art tug I struggle at times to co-ordinate 
controls with required direction of travel on the water. You have 
been warned if teaming up with me there are times I am a 
liability to your chance of a clear run.  

Just to dispel any thoughts it isn’t worth entering without one of 
the modern style tugs Jon will be using an older style tug for 
some of the runs but irrespective of this if you have an older 
style tug take the bow position then just aim for the middle of the 
gap between buoys the stern tug can hold back or pull the stern 
of the tow over to align with the gap this is where teaming up 
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with one of the modern style helps because of their ability to 
move sideways but it is possible with two/three older types as 
history has shown. 
The newer style tugs came into the real world in part because of 
the need for increased power as ships have grown very quickly 
in tonnage but also to reduce crew sizes (Today normally 3 crew 
older 7 plus) and economise on running costs while increasing 
safety and agility enabling the use of one or two tugs where 
previously three or more may have been used with older types. 
If you have a boat or tug that isn’t suitable for towing but would 
like to try towing please feel free to make use of the club tug 
“Hagrid” help is always at hand to get her on the water. 
As the numbers involved with tugs have increased it is hoped to 
lay a second course some of which will overlap with the existing 
course this second course will be a little more difficult, details to 
follow at a later date. 

Back to the table top to work on next year’s upgrades hopefully 
we will be joined by two or more new builds. 
If anyone needs any help/advice on upgrades/build’s please 
contact me always happy to help.  

Scale & Saga Sailing by Roger Strudwicke 

Scale  
For a variety of reasons, the first two steering competitions of 
the year were not well attended, but those who came, enjoyed 
themselves. It was fascinating to watch skippers taking on, and 
overcoming my sneaky reversing challenges!  We hope to 
provide a new course next year, with some new challenges for 
you. 

Saga Sailing  
A combination of members moving house, illness, weather, 
work, meant Saga was not so popular this year. Hopefully, 2017 
will provide more Thursday afternoon relaxation and chat for 
members.
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A seaman meets a pirate in a bar, 
and talk turns to their 
adventures on the sea. The 
seaman notes that the pirate has 
a peg-leg, a hook, and an eye 
patch. 
The seaman asks, "So, how did 
you end up with the peg-leg?" 
The pirate replies, "We were in a 
storm at sea, and I was swept 
overboard into a school of 
sharks. Just as my men were 
pulling me out, a shark bit my leg 
off.” 
"Wow!" said the seaman. "What 
about your hook”? 
“Well", replied the pirate, "We 
were boarding an enemy ship and 
were battling the other sailors 
with swords. One of the enemy 
cut my hand off.” 
"Incredible!" remarked the 
seaman. "How did you get the 
eye patch"?  
"A seagull dropping fell into my 
eye," replied the pirate.  
"You lost your eye to a seagull 
dropping?," the sailor asked 
incredulously. 
"Well," said the pirate, "it was 
my first day with my hook” 
————————————————— 
How much is a pirate willing to 
pay to get his ears pierced? 
A buck an ear!  
—————————————————

Lining up a 3 barge tow for a clear run through the parallels


