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🎄 Bumper Winter & New Years edition ☃  
Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 
Our first evening meeting at Tidmarsh village hall included the 
now traditional ‘Quiz Night’ with quiz master Ian setting the 
questions and keeping all 5 teams in order. After multiple rounds 
the scores between ‘The Uninvited’ and ‘The Dim Wits’ were 
even and a tie breaker question decide the outcome in favour of 
The Dim Wits 

At the December evening meeting the annual trophies were 
handed out to winners and runners up for each organised activity 
we run as a club, congratulations to the recipients.  

Chairman’s Corner 

• Round up 
• New MTMBC Web site 
• 2018 BP Model Boat Show 

Fast Electrics 

• 2017 Review 
• Championship scores Club500, 

F600B & Wacky Races 
• F/E in 2018 
• Choosing a Wacky Race boat 
Tug Towing 

• Tugs round up 
• Plans for 2018 

Yachting 

• Update 

Dates for your diary 

• Thur 11th January 8 pm 
Evening meeting - Display 
boats in build, Bring & Buy, 
Concurs Competition. 

• Thur 8th February           Beale 
Park opens. 

• Thur 15th February 8 pm 
MTMBC AGM 

• Sun 4th March13:00hrs > 
Yachting: tune up/advice/have a 
go/bring any type of yacht. 

• Sat 10th March 10:00hrs > Tug 
Towing: Bring any tug for try/
tune up/advice or have a go 
with a loan tug. 

• Sat 24th March 10:00hrs > 
Fast Electrics - Club500 & 
F600B tune up/advice/come 
and have a go with a loan boat. 
Very Fast - Come and try a loan 
boat or bring your own fast 
boat. Tune up/advice/practice/
free for all. 
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Two ladies were presented with very deserved awards in 
recognition of their unstinting support for our club activities. 
Congratulations to Rene Carter and Janet Burch. 
Rene is best known for organising the raffle. but she quietly 
supports other tasks including “Radio frequency control” for the 
May Beale Park Model Boat Show, giving the club house a coat 
of preservative on her own this autumn and much more. 
Janet is a long serving sailor but provides on many occasions 
that voice of reason both before and since joining the committee 
as well as also quietly fulfilling other supporting roles. NB. While 
principally being a sailor Janet also has displayed hidden talents 
in taking a motorised ship around the scale competition course 
particularly in reversing through the parallels, you have been 
warned! 
From my view point a quick e mail or chat about something 
needing to be done and they “Make it so”. 

2017 has seen an increase in the number of members, several 
are keen sailors resulting in a return to two dates/month in the 
2018 calendar for organised sailing. An increase in the numbers 
of “Tug skippers” and a healthy number of “Junior” members 
most of whom are interested in the “Fast Electric” racing. 
The club membership fees will be increasing by £4 for members, 
coming with an increase of £4 to Beale Park it may seem a lot 
but neither the club or the park have increased their fees for 
several years. Sadly the cost of insurance etc hasn’t stood still 
and we have had to curtail such improvements as more gravel 
on the waters edge in front of the clubhouse and a larger table at 
the water side to keep costs within budget. 
Beale Park have very generously guaranteed no further increase 
for five years, while the club can’t offer the same guarantee the 
committee will continue do their best to keep membership fees 
as low as possible. 
I made a quick check of other club’s fees we remain very middle 
of the band but given the number of activities we offer in a 
secure venue, with the inner lake accessible whenever the park 
is open, in a splendid setting with café and toilets to hand the 
cost seems modest. On top of this we have access to the outer 
lake most of the year except when external organised events are 
taking place, also with club rescue facilities to hand. 
Some may have thought they may never be amongst the few 
receiving a trophy but take heart I came second in the IOM (One 
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Trading Post  

Free Club500 Spares 
Curtesy of John Price 

 1 new & 1 partly used motor. 
suppressors and prop shaft 
bearings. 
Contact Dave Parker 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com 

Model MTB For Sale. 

This super Graupner model has 
kindly been donated to MTMBC by 
David Wilkins. This nicely put 
together model is 42 inches long 
and has three graupner 500 
motors. Each prop shaft has an 
oiling tube fitted. Comes with 
transmitter, charger and lipos so is 
completely ready to go.  

The club is asking for £100, which 
is a fantastic bargain. Please 
contact John Price on 01189 
414766  
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Metre) yachting a couple of years ago, I think mainly because I 
turned up more often at a time when there were only three or 
four of us competing.  
 In 2017 the activity with few regulars was the “Wacky Racing” if 
you want an ornament for the mantle piece and have a desire for 
fast boating this maybe your time. Almost certainly again mainly 
because I turned up more regularly I came second in 2017. 
This written I have decided Dave has had it too easy so I am 
investing in a new boat that hopefully spends more time on top 
of the water. The challenge is still wide open as many will 
confirm I can build a fast boat but I can’t drive them very well. 
New MTMBC Web site 
Our new web site has been live for a short time now at http://
www.mtmbc.club and if you haven’t taken a look yet please do. 
Thanks to our webmaster we have a fresh new look and some 
interesting pictures and pages.  
2018 MAY 5th & 6th Beale Park Model Show 
As mentioned in previous editions we play a junior role in 
supporting this event in partnership with Kent Model Boat 
Display Team. 
Although May seems a long way off it will be on us in very short 
time, a fair amount of work has already taken place between 
ourselves and Kent to increase the numbers attending. Some 
may note the slight change in name this is because as with so 
many shows numbers are dwindling so we hope to attract 
models other than boats to swell the numbers and broaden the 
appeal of the event. 
The editor of “Model Boating” is being very supportive in the 
advertising of the show. 
Help from the membership - the event requires five persons to 
volunteer to be at the park from 07.30 to 10.30 to oversee the 
admitting of visiting clubs and their setting up in the correct areas 
with removal of all vehicles from the park by 09.45 
Our club provides “Radio frequency” control for 27 MHz and 40 
MHz users to ensure no two models are sharing the same 
frequency, this requires one person sat at a table with paperwork 
to hand this can be split to a few hours/ person. 
Finally, two or three people to oversee the re-entry of vehicles re- 
entering to clear stands as some will only be able to attend for 
one day. This will be from 4.30 pm to about 6.30 pm 
Given the number of volunteers who supported this years “Club 
Open day” the roles need only be covered by any single member 
for one day and only support for a few hours if that helps. I 
propose to draw up a list of roles with time slots to email to 
members, if you are able to volunteer a selected day and time 
slot.it would be very much appreciated. 
Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 
Review 
Another successful racing season was brought to a close by 
completion of the final rounds of all three championship classes 
at the last meeting of last year on the 14th of November. Run 
What Ya Rung activities continued at most meetings with a 
varied collection of F/E boats being run, tried, or tested on the 
outside lake. 
During the MTMBC Open Day our members ran Fast Electric 
demonstration races of Club500 and F600B club classes and 
guests, Oxford Model Boat Club, ran 3 races to complete a 
round of their Hinskey 400 championship. 
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Trading Post  

Trading Post is an area of 

Voice Pipe where members 

can advertise their model 

paraphernalia. So if you 

have any you would like 

to sell, swap, buy or just 

want something send 

contact details, brief 

description and a picture 

if possible to:- 

parker42@btinternet.com

http://www.mtmbc.club
http://www.mtmbc.club
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The club hosted two rounds of the Electra F/E championships on 
the outside lake on Sunday May 14th and Sunday 16th July. A 
number of our members came along to watch and chat with the 
racers, but only a few took part in the racing. Myself and Nathan 
upholding the reputation of the club with wins in Mini Mono and 
Mono 1.  
Championships 

Club500 Championship standings. 

Congratulations to Graham Coles who is the 2017 Club500 
Champion and to Colin Mears who is runner up. Graham was a 
clear winner but the battle for second was very close and in the 
end was decided on count back of race wins because 
championship points were equal after the final round. 
The ever popular entry level ‘Club500’ races were well attended 
for most of last season with only 2 rounds where the entries were 
modest. The final meeting was well attended and signs are 
promising that we will have some new racers joining this year. It 
is clear that the frequent use of the Have A Go boat will have 
been a key factor should the numbers increase this year. 

F600B Championship standings.  

Congratulations to Graham Coles who is the 2017 F600B 
Champion and to Colin Mears who is runner up.  Average entries 
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  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Graham Coles 12 1 48

Colin Mears 6 2 27

Alan Whitbread 7 3 27

Tony Simons 5 4 19

Joshua Simons 3 5 9

Harry Simons 14 6 6

Stephen Tappin 18 7 4

Jon Simons 4 8 4

Peter Shanks 2 9 3

Jim Wilshire 9 10 3

Andrew Strickland 4 11 1

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Graham Coles 12 1 45

Colin Mears 4 2 35

Tony Simons 1 3 30

Alan Whitbread 7 4 25

Jon Simons 3 5 6

Ian Hughes 5 6 5
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for races this season were a little lower than hoped for at 4 per 
meeting.  

Wacky Races Championship standings. 

Wacky Races Champion is Dave Parker and Tony Simons is 
runner up. The number of competitors turning up on race days 
has been low. On two occasions the championship rounds were 
not run because there were not enough competitors. The trophy 
for Wackiest boat will not be awarded this year as none of the 
entrants were Wacky enough. 
Run What Ya Brung
A promising start for this part of Saturday afternoon race days. 
Attendances have been a little sporadic however a varied 
selection of craft have taken part.
My testing of a Mono1 Have A Go Boat aimed at the more 
experienced racers has been successfully concluded after a few 
minor mishaps. 
Fast Electrics in 2018 
We hope to run a full season of all three F/E race classes again 
this year along with Run What Ya Brung on a Saturday afternoon 
race days. The Mono 1 Have A Go boat will be available should 
any experienced racer want to try their driving skills. 
Hopefully we will have more competitors for Wacky Races this 
year and to that end I have included an article on choosing a 
suitable boat. There is also a link on the Club’s web site /Fast 
Electric/Wacky Races page to details of my boat and it’s set up. 
MTMBC will host two rounds of the Electra championships again 
this year. On Sunday 13th May and Sunday 15th July. If there is 
enough interest from MTMBC members they will run ‘Run What 
Ya Brung’ races for us. How about it MTMBC members? Why 
not give it a try.  
I hope we will also be having some fun demonstration races of 
Club500 and F600B at the May Model Boat Show. 

Choosing a Wacky Racer 
Introduction 
The Wacky Racing class of boat is a step up from Club500s and 
F600Bs in terms of performance, construction, and driving skills. 
To make it as inclusive as possible the specification allows for 
the use of Mono (single hull), Catamaran (twin hull) or 
Hydroplane (triple hull) configurations. Batteries can be NiMH or 
Lithium polymer of Voltages & capacities defined in the 
specification. These have been calculated to provide roughly 
equivalent power in the different configurations allowed. 
You may already own a potential Wacky Racer because the 
specification offers a wide range of possibilities in terms of hull 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 01993 868293 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Treasurer 
Ian Hughes 

Tel: 07740 345129 
Email: ian@ihughes.co.uk 

Membership Secretary & Scale 
Leader 

Roger Strudwicke 
Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com

  Best 5 of 5

Name No. Position Points

Dave Parker 8 1 45

Tony Simons 5 2 22

Alan Whitbread 7 3 10

Jon Simons 3 4 7

Harry Simons 10 5 6

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
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design, battery choices and motor types meaning that provided 
the battery specifications are adhered to almost anything else 
goes in terms of a boat that can be entered into Wacky Races. 
Below is the relevant extract from the rules. 
1.Drive battery power must be as specified here.  All batteries 
must have original labels and wrapping undisturbed.  
Lithium polymer 2s1p up to 2,700mAh or 3s1p up to 
1,800mAh or NiMH or NiCd up to 12 x 2/3A up to 1,700mAh. 
2.Any hull 
3.Any motor 
Appreciating that a wide choice with insufficient knowledge is not 
the best basis for selecting a boat to buy or build, this article 
looks at the likely options, their characteristics, and what may be 
needed to win. 
So the name of the game is to race the boat as fast as possible, 
over a 5 minute race, using all the power available. 
Consequently scoring the highest number of laps in the given 
time throughout the season and winning the Championship. 
General Characteristics 
In order to be fast a boat needs to have low hydrodynamic drag. 
The less contact with the water the less drag so with limited 
power available it makes sense to have a small light-weight craft. 
A race boat also needs to be strong enough to withstand the 
occasional contact with other boats and unexpected items in the 
water. It is in the nature of racing that sometimes a boat will be 
involved in a capsize so a self righting boat would be able to 
continue racing. Wether a boat is scratch built, a kit, ARTR or 
RTR, maintenance and spares are essential to keep in the 
competition. 
A successful boat will probably be between about 400mm and 
550mm long and under 1.5 Kg in weight. Any longer and it is 
likely to be too heavy and have too much contact with the water 
creating unnecessary drag. Any shorter and in rough conditions 
the craft will try and follow the shape of the waves reducing 
overall speed and making it difficult to control. 
Hydroplane - Mini Hydro - ( Rigger ) - A light fast boat designed 

to skim across the water. 
Potentially the fastest 
option with only 3 small 
areas in contact with the 
water at speed. 
Hydroplanes are usually 
surface drive which means 
only the bottom half of the 
propeller and rudder is in 
the water. This avoids the 
need for hardware 
associated with the 

propeller to be dragged through the water underneath the boat. 
Hydroplanes are very fast in moderate conditions because small 
waves mean even less contact with the water hence less drag. 
They are however susceptible to flipping in rough, windy, 
conditions and it is only good luck if the boat lands the right way 
up. In general hydros will not self right so flip a hydro and if it 
lands the wrong way up it will be the end of your race. Generally 
they tend to be more fragile than other types of vessel and are 
more difficult to set up and drive. 
Catamaran ( Cat ) - A boat with twin hulls in parallel. 
A low drag configuration designed to lift out of the water onto the 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates 
Representative  

Janet Burch 
Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
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inside edges of the two hulls. 
Usually surface drive but can 
be submerged drive.  
A good option for a Wacky 
Racer because it is low drag, 
stable on the straights and 
round the corners. It is 
susceptible to flipping at high 
speeds and in windy 
conditions. Some designs 
incorporate a self righting feature which will keep you in the race 
if capsized. 
Mono hull - Mini ECO & Mini Mono - A boat with a single hull. 
In theory the slower option for a Wacky Racer however a number 
of hull configurations are possible that can allow it to be almost 
as fast as a Hydro. Mono hulls can be divided into, sub surface 
drive, and surface drive and can be further divided into un-
stepped and stepped hulls. 
Most mono hulls can be made to self right by virtue of a suitably 
shaped superstructure or by incorporating a flood chamber. This 
is an important feature for a race boat and is a significant 
advantage over hydroplanes. 

Mono - sub surface drive. 
( ECO boat ) 
Sub surface drives are 
conventional with the drive 
being provided by the 
whole propeller 
submerged beneath the 
hull like the Club500 and 
F600. Lift is mostly 
provided by the thrust of 
the propeller through the 
angle of the propeller 

shaft. Much of the hull remains in contact with the water which 
means good predictable handling but high levels of drag. The 
propeller, propeller shaft and rudder, remain in the water 
underneath the hull and add significantly to the hydrodynamic 
drag. Notice how small the prop shaft, prop & rudder are on this 
prize winning ECO boat - all in an effort to keep drag to a 
minimum. 
Mini Mono - unstepped surface drive. 
By moving the prop shaft, 
rudder and the propeller 
from underneath the hull 
to behind the transom, 
half out of the water, the 
drag is reduced 
significantly allowing the 
boat to be faster through 
the water. The bottom half 
of the propeller and the 
lower part of the rudder 
remain in the water. 
Although the hull is designed to lift out of the water at speed a 
significant part of it remains in contact with the water which helps 
with stability and handling, but also creates drag. 
Note the unstepped hull on this Mono recovering from a spin. 
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Club Contacts - Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel: 07765 263718 
Email: orsonkarte@btinternet.com 

Webmaster 
Graham Toplis  

Email: gmt13@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:gmt13@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:gmt13@hotmail.co.uk
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Mini Mono - stepped surface drive. 
A stepped mono hull is designed to lift out of the water at speed 
with only a triangular area in front of the step and another in front 
of the transom in contact with the water. This reduces the drag 
and allows the boat to travel quickly across the water. Because 
there is very little of the hull in contact with the water they are 

fast but are prone to instability particularly in the corners and are 
not so easy to set up and drive. 
Two surface drive stepped mini monos. The one on the left relies 
on a shaped superstructure to achieve self righting. See picture 
in ‘setting up’ below. The one on the right clearly showing it’s 
flood chamber vents on the transom.  
If you are equipping or modifying a boat here are a few tips on 
selection of batteries, Motors and Electronic Speed Controllers. 
Batteries 
Although NiMhs can be used the power to weight ratio offered by 
Lithium Polymer batteries is far superior and make them an 
obvious choice for a race boat.  
The choice between 2S or 3S Lipos is less obvious but it is 
generally reckoned that 3S is more efficient because the higher 
voltage means the ESC and motor have to handle less current 
and losses in the motor are less at low current and higher 
voltages. However both configurations are in use by Fast Electric 
racers. 
Selection of battery brands can make a significant difference to 
performance. e.g. A cheap & cheerful brand with a nominal 
capacity of 1,800mAh may only deliver 1,700mAh where as a 
better quality pack could deliver closer to 1,900mAh which is a 
significant difference. 
It is best to talk with other racers and find out who is using what 
batteries and which ones are performing the best. 
ESC 
Select an Electronic Speed Controller with a Battery Eliminator 
Circuit otherwise a separate battery supply will be needed to 
power the Rx and servo which would add unnecessary weight. 
Experience has shown that a ESC rated at 2 to 3 times the 
average current (Amps) anticipated is best so it can deal with 
repeated high current peaks which are a feature of Fast Electric 
racing boats. Average current is higher using a 2S lipo than a 3S 
lipo. It can be calculated from the capacity of battery and the 
race time. With a 2S set up a capacity of up to 2.7Ah is allowed. 
The race time is 5 minutes so to use the full capacity of the 
battery in 5 minutes the average current would need to be 12 x 
2.7A =  32.4 Amps. So a water cooled ESC rated at 70A or 
higher would be suitable. 
With a 3S set up the capacity aloud is 1.8Ah. 12 x 1.8A = 21.6 
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If you're not familiar with the work 
of Steven Wright, he's the famous 
Erudite (comic) scientist who once 
said: - “I woke up one morning, 
and all of my stuff had been stolen 
and replaced by exact duplicates."  
His  mind sees things differently 
than most of us do. . . Here are 
some of his gems: 
1 - I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
2 - Borrow money from pessimists 
-- they don't expect it back. 
3 - Half the people you know are 
below average. 
4 - 99% of lawyers give the rest a 
bad name. 
5 - 82.7% of all statistics are made 
up on the spot. 
6 - A conscience is what hurts 
when all your other parts feel so 
good. 
7 - A clear conscience is usually 
the sign of a bad memory. 
8 - If you want the rainbow, you got 
to put up with the rain. 
9 - All those who believe in psycho 
kinesis, raise my hand. 
10 - The early bird may get the 
worm, but the second mouse gets 
the cheese. 
11 - I almost had a psychic 
girlfriend, ....... But she left me 
before we met. 
12 - OK, so what's the speed of 
dark? 
13 - How do you tell when you're 
out of invisible ink? 
14 - If everything seems to be 
going well, you have obviously 
overlooked something. 
15 - Depression is merely anger 
without enthusiasm. 
16 - When everything is coming 
your way, you're in the wrong lane. 
17 - Ambition is a poor excuse for 
not having enough sense to be 
lazy. 
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Amps. So a water cooled ESC rated at 45 Amps or higher would 
be suitable. 
Motor 
Brushless motors are much more efficient than brushed motors. 
They are smaller and lighter for the same power and require 
much less maintenance. 
The calculations required to determine the correct motor revs per 
volt would be complex so we have to rely on the experience of 
regular racers. A modern race boat propellor in an un loaded 
state is reckoned to be rotating between 30,000rpm and 
40,000rpm. If we take a 7.4 Volt set up at say 35,000revs \ 7.4V 
= 4,730KV. A 11.1 Volt set up at 35,000revs \ 11.1V = 3,153KV. 
These figures are for surface drives and for guidance only. A few 
hundred revs ether way may well work out OK in practice. Sub 
surface drive boats require less Revs/Volt because the whole 
propeller is submerged. (My surface drive mono hull is fitted with 
3s lipos and a 3,400KV motor) 
As with the ESC the continuous current rating of the motor is 
important so be careful with motor selection as they are often 
specified as Max Amps and not continuous. Fast Electric racing 
is demanding on motors because of the high current peaks and 

the continuous demands of a 
flat out race. 
Setting up on the water 
Having a well balanced boat is 
essential to get the best racing 
performance. Given that major 
features like batteries, motor 
and ESC have already been 
determined and installed in the 
boat the next step is to get the 

balance of the craft right so it runs correctly. This means at high 
speed it should run flat and stable with as little of the hull in 
contact with the water as possible. This can be achieved by 
moving the battery and any other weighty components fore or aft 
as necessary. 
Finally select the right sized propeller to achieve the 5 minute 
race time at the highest speed possible. 
Setting up is inevitably a question of trial and error which is best 
done before racing season starts but small changes are often 
required during the season to fine tune performance. 
It is rare to have a boat that performs well ‘out of the box’ without 
it needing some tweaks to get it running more quickly and 
achieving the race time. Always be looking to improve your boat 
and your driving performance. Talk to other racers who are 
always happy to share their knowledge and help you to improve. 
I hope you have found this article interesting and perhaps it’s 
encouraged some of you to have a go at Wacky Races. I have 
included some links to web sites selling boats that may be 
suitable.  
The choice is up to you but I hope it’s a little more informed now 
you have read this article. If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me at parker42@btinternet.com or ring me on 
0118 9700162. 
Why not check out the F/E page on the Club’s New Website for a 
link to details of the 2017 Wacky Race Championship boat’s set 
up. 
http://www.etti.com.hk/index.php?language=en 
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18 - Hard work pays off in the 
future; laziness pays off now. 
19 - I intend to live forever... So far, 
so good. 
20 - If Barbie is so popular, why do 
you have to buy her friends? 
21 - Eagles may soar, but weasels 
don't get sucked into jet engines. 
22 - What happens if you get 
scared half to death twice? 
23 - My mechanic told me, "I 
couldn't repair your brakes, so I 
made your horn louder." 
24 - Why do psychics have to ask 
you for your name. 
25 - If at first you don't succeed, 
destroy all evidence that you tried. 
26 - A conclusion is the place 
where you got tired of thinking. 
27 - Experience is something you 
don't get until just after you need it. 
28 - The hardness of the butter is 
proportional to the softness of the 
bread. 
29 - To steal ideas from one person 
is plagiarism; to steal from many is 
research. 
30 - The problem with the gene 
pool is that there is no lifeguard. 
31 - The sooner you fall behind, the 
more time you'll have to catch up. 
32 - The colder the x-ray table, the 
more of your body is required to be 
on it. 
33 - Everyone has a photographic 
memory; some just don't have film. 
34 - If at first you don't succeed, 
skydiving is not for you. 
And the all-time favourite - 
35 - If your car could travel at the 
speed of light, would your 
headlights work?  

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
http://www.etti.com.hk/index.php?language=en
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https://hobbyking.com 
http://www.tenshock.com 
http://gundert.de 
https://hydromarine.de/index.php?
language=en&MODsid=ef2vkvv3ec338pcil4pfm4o4k3 

See you lake side 
Dave 

Tug Towing by Tony Simons 
The 2017 season has been very well supported with a variety of 
new tugs appearing on the water and an odd notable exception 
below the waves. 
The standard of build of the newer additions is excellent with a 
couple being able to tow their skippers around the lake in the 
rescue boat, this has produced mixed fortunes as one skipper 
seems to have let their command slip the leash the tug returning 
safely to the bank and the skipper in hot pursuit using the oars. 
This opens up an idea to place someone in the rescue boat 
under the guise of being a pilot who coordinates the available 
tugs to push them back to the bank. The lack of oars may assist 
in increasing the pilot’s skill level or desperation, add the promise 
of a hot cup of coffee sat visibly on the table awaiting their timely 
return or a cold cup if not so timely.  

The numbers taking part in 
competition were the usual three old 
hands, congratulations to Dave 
Parker for retaining the “Tug Master” 
award myself also retaining the “1st 
Mate” 
Please have a go at the towing round 
the buoys I am sure you will have 
noted it is very friendly with no dyed 
in the wool “I Must win at all costs” 
skippers, it would be nice to see 
different names on the trophies next 
year. 
Not necessarily each year a “One 
Off” award goes to an individual who 
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Scientists at NASA built a gun 
specifically to launch standard 4lb 
dead chickens at the windshields of 
airliners, military jets and the space 
shuttle, all traveling at maximum 
velocity. The idea is to simulate the 
frequent incidents of collisions with 
airborne fowl to test the strength of 
the windshields. 
British engineers heard about the 
gun and were eager to test it on the 
windshields of their new high speed 
trains. Arrangements were made, 
and a gun was sent to the British 
engineers. 
WHEN THE GUN WAS FIRED, 
THE ENGINEERS STOOD 
SHOCKED AS THE CHICKEN 
HURLED OUT OF THE BARREL, 
CRASHED INTO THE 
SHATTERPROOF SHIELD, 
SMASHED IT TO SMITHEREENS, 
BLASTED THROUGH THE 
CONTROL CONSOLE, SNAPPED 
THE ENGINEER'S BACK-REST IN 
TWO, AND EMBEDDED ITSELF IN 
THE BACK WALL OF THE CABIN, 
LIKE AN ARROW SHOT FROM A 
BOW. 
THE HORRIFIED BRITS SENT 
NASA THE DISASTROUS 
RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT, 
ALONG WITH THE DESIGNS OF 
THE WINDSHIELD AND BEGGED 
THE U.S. SCIENTISTS FOR 
SUGGESTIONS. 
NASA RESPONDED WITH A ONE-
LINE MEMO: 
"DEFROST THE CHICKEN." 
(TRUE STORY)

https://hobbyking.com
http://www.tenshock.com
http://gundert.de
https://hydromarine.de/index.php?language=en&MODsid=ef2vkvv3ec338pcil4pfm4o4k3
https://hydromarine.de/index.php?language=en&MODsid=ef2vkvv3ec338pcil4pfm4o4k3
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has excelled in some way, this year it was Alan Whitbread who 
received the “Involuntary Submariner” trophy in recognition of his 
masterful demonstration of a tug sinking. 
I am pleased to write Alan’s tug was safely recovered and has 
returned to fully functioning condition once dried out.  
Even I am not immune to this “One off” award having received in 
2015 a “Where’s My Boat” award, apparently on several 
occasions I had my tug drift away after a completed tow and was 
noted as saying “Where’s my boat” I now have two cleats and a 
length of mooring rope coiled between them mounted on a hard 
wood plaque. 
 Between the VP Editor looking for a quote and others scouting 
for candidates to receive strange trophies you could be forgiven 
for thinking the water’s edge has more dangers than just the 
obvious avoiding a fall into the wet stuff. 
At the end of the season a “Demonstration team” was formed to 
tow one of the Portsmouth “Warship Association” battleships as 
part of the “2018 Beale Park Model Show” this requires four tugs 
to work together to pull a 16’ battleship from the bank conduct a 
square course and return the ship to it’s berth. Sounds simple 
enough and was executed eventually with “finesse” during 
practice runs using “Challenger” our own 10.5’ ship. 
My thanks to all who have participated in 2017 and I look forward 
to another season with you. 

Yachting Section by John Price 
I hope everybody got the new yachts they wanted for xmas. I 
haven’t got space for any more. 
Thanks to our burgeoning membership, we will be able to run 
extra regattas this year, with an average of two per month.  
Sundays will be as before with Fiestas, Victorias and DF65s in 
the morning at 10:00 and the Handicap racing at 1pm, for any 
yacht you care to bring along. 
Saturdays will have DF95s in the morning and One Metres in the 
afternoon (same times as Sunday.). 
See the club calendar for the actual dates. 
Some people have shown an interest in mid-week sailing, 
particularly on Thursdays. This is something that could become a 
regular event if there is enough support. At the moment it is 
organised on WhatsApp but it may be possible to put the 
arrangements on our smart new website. 
A member has purchased buoys for use during the winter so that 
we can still race. The idea is that they can be quickly put out and 
retrieved without the use of the rescue boat.  
It has been suggested that we get together for a chat about the 
racing rules, in an effort to promote a more orderly passage 
around the course. The difficulty with that is that quite a few 
members can’t get to club nights so this will have to be left to a 
sailing day-perhaps at lunchtime. In the meantime it wouldn’t do 
any harm if we all had a quick flick through the rules to remind 
ourselves of the basics. 

          HAPPY NEW YEAR, 
               John 

🎉 Happy New Year to all our members🎊
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