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Please find below the announcement Beale Park made on 
the sad death of the MTMBC President earlier this year. 

Richard Howard, Beale Park chairman of trustees, died 
on 18 March 
With great sadness, we announce that Richard Percival Howard, 
Beale Park Chairman of Trustees, 1936-2017, died peacefully on 
18 March. He was, according to a spokesman at Beale Park, an 
adored husband to Sally and incredible father to his daughter 
Suzie, and sons William, Andrew, James and Duncan – with two 
step-children, Amba and Selby and beloved Bumpa to his 13 
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. He will be missed 
every day. The funeral was private, family only, but there will be 
a memorial at Beale Park in due course. 

“Richard held the Beale Park Boat Show close to his heart and 
we look forward to keeping his memory alive at this wonderful 
event for many years to come,” said organisers. 

Pictured below is the memorial bench and tree that you can 
find in the Park 

The inscription translates as “If 
you seek (his) monument, look 
around” 

Chairman’s Corner 

Fast Electrics 

• Championship scores Club500, 
F600B & Wacky Races 

• F/E @ MTMBC Open Day 
• Electra event Hosted by 

MTMBC 
Tug Towing 

• Tugs update 
• How to simulate tug boat life 

Yachting 

• Update 

Scale & Saga Sailing 

• Scale & Saga Sailing update 

Dates for your diary 

Sunday 2nd July 
Yachting Round 4 
IOM & Handicap (Any yacht) 
Saturday 8th July 
Tug Towing Round 4 
Free Sailing & competition 
Saturday 15th July 
Steering competition Round 2 
Sunday 16th July 
F/E Open Event Electra 
Saturday 29th July 
Fast Electrics Round 4 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races & 
Run What Ya Brung 
Sunday 6th August 
Yachting Round 5 
IOM & Handicap (Any yacht) 
Saturday 12th Aug 
Tug Towing Round 5 
Free Sailing & competition 
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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 

The club “Open day” was a resounding success with all visiting 
clubs keen to join us next year, a big thank you to all who 
supported the day by being present or working in the 
background. 

Beale Park staff made the logistics of getting visiting clubs on site 
and off a very smooth trouble free operation my thanks to them. 

We impressed several visitors resulting in requests for 
membership forms to join our club a few of whom have signed 
on. 
A few lessons were learnt to be taken forward into future events. 
I have confirmation we will be working with Kent MBC Display 
Team to run next years “Beale Park Model Boat Show” during the 
first May Bank Holiday 2018. 
I would like to ask for volunteers for next year as this year despite 
an initially poor response many members attended on the day so 
many that we could run a two day event and only ask one day of 
any individual this is my hope for next year. 
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Dates for your diary 

Saturday 19th Aug 
Fast Electrics Round 5 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races & 
Run What Ya Brung 
Sunday 27th Aug 
Chairman’s Annual Event 
Steering competition Round 3 
Club500, F600B, Bring & Share 
Lunch. 
Sunday 3rd Sept 
Yachting Round 6 
IOM & Handicap (Any yacht) 
Saturday 9th Sept 
Tug Towing Round 6 
Free Sailing & competition 
Sunday 17th Sept 
Steering Competition Round 4 
Saturday 30th Sept 
Fast Electrics Round 6 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races & 
Run What Ya Brung 

Trading Post  
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As many will be aware sadly our President Richard Howard died 
in March, elsewhere in this Voice Pipe there is a brief obituary. I 
only met Richard a small number of times but he was a very 
friendly personable man and if you look him up on Google will 
find he achieved many things in his lifetime, published author on 
ornithology, continuing the development of Beale Park, serial 
model boat collector (Believed to be in excess of 1000 models) 
a very interesting story of the origin of the existing model boat 
museum. He is someone who will be greatly missed by many 
but many more will continue to admire and enjoy his life’s work 
in Beale Park a very fitting memorial. 

The “Scale Steering and Timed runs” had a modest attendance 
not as inventive in course hazards when Roger organises the 
runs but my efforts in setting a course kept us busy and at times 
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Trading Post  
Robbe Smaragd pictured above, 
(complete with display crew!) 
Last sailed about a year ago. 
With sail winch, gel cell for 
power, working lights and 40mhz 
radio but no Tx. (£400?) when 
new. Delighted if someone 
offered £150 ono. The objective 
is to find a new home. 

This Coquette was built from 
Model Maker plans many moons 
ago and therefore needs 
considerable updating. However, 
it sailed very well in its day. The 
sail winch is a home made job 
but worked well. No off the shelf 
winches when this was made! It 
needs a new home and I would 
give it away in preference to it 
ending up on the rubbish dump. 
However if somebody forced me 
to accept £25 ono I would be 
delighted! 
Listed below there is a hand full 
of plans books & old mags which 
may be of interest to someone. 
Cabin Cruiser "Deglet Nour" 1/10 
scale of prototype built at 
Sunbury boat yard.  
Coquette III yacht to 10/40 rules - 
? by FG Draper (plan for yacht 
listed above) 

SIMONS BROTHERS CONTRACT SALVAGE 
We can recover most of your vessel  at very reasonable rates. 

Payment  is required up front.

Alan duly follows Dave's advice regarding the best sponge to 
fit in Club500s, however Alan suspects this was just a cunning 
ploy to feed the members!  Suppose you can't have your 
kayak and eat it! ( groan groan ed.)
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a fast cross wind added an extra challenge, many of us used 
“Hagrid” our club tug to make our runs. 
We all enjoyed good weather, good company in an excellent 
setting I highly recommend it. 
To prevent boredom setting in with rescue boats available on 
the outside lake I have recently sourced another boat of the 
same type to that we use on the inside lake. The 13’ boat will 
be removed to make space. 
Dave P and I visited Stevenage Model Boat Club on Sunday 
28th May on the occasion of their Open Day. Between us we 
took 2 tugs a F600B and a Wacky Racer.  The weather was 
mild & sunny and we were given a warm welcome.  Activities 
on the day were unstructured with a variety of models including 
i.c. race boats, Fast Electrics, Tugs, yachts, Club500 HAGs and 
various scale models. 
Wild foul, and particularly geese, were everywhere but they 
were apparently familiar with model boats and were well 
practiced in getting out of the way in time to avoid any 
collisions. 

Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 
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Trading Post  
Vosper 68ft RTTL by Vic Smeed  
Chris Craft Commander by AM 
Colbridge 
Maree III by A Wilcock 10 rater 
sharpie 
China Boy by DA Macdonald 
Marblehead sharpie  
Conrad by HB Tucker "One 
design" for radio 
Argus semi scale wishbone 
schooner by HE Andrews 
(includes original Model Maker 
write up on building) 
Sea Mew 36in racing cat by Vic 
Smeed 
Highlander by BH Priest 
Rigging & Fittings for 
Marbleheads DA Macdonald 
Books 
Boat Modelling by Vic Smeed 
Simple Model Yachts by Vic 
Smeed 
Tuning up a Model Yacht DA 
Macdonald (leaflet) 
Radio Control Yachts by Jack 
Gascoigne  (leaflet) 
R/C Racing Sailboats - Chris 
Jackson 
R/C Racing Yachts - Chris 
Jackson 
Model Racing Yachts BH Priest 
For more details please 
contact Brian Dobson @ 
b.dobson836@btinternet.com 

Trading Post is an area 
of Voice Pipe where 
members can advertise 
their model 
paraphernalia. So if you 
have any you would like 
to sell, swap, buy or just 
want something send 
contact details, brief 
description and a picture 
if possible to:- 
parker42@btinternet.com 

At Open Day is Alan proving his tug will tow as advertised or 
is he just too lazy to row?

Competitors of all ages ready for the first race of the 2017 
Championships

mailto:b.dobson836@btinternet.com
mailto:b.dobson836@btinternet.com
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Fast Electric racing is well under way this year with all three 
championship classes. The overall numbers of racers are 
slightly down this year which is adversely effecting Wacky Races 
in particular. 

Club500 Championship standings after 3 rounds. 

Tony’s newly designed 
and built rescue boat in 
action at the first race of 
the season. 
It is hoped that further 
development will allow 
the rescue of larger 
boats on the outside 
lake. 

F600B Championship standings after 3 rounds 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 01993 868293 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Treasurer & Webmaster 
Ian Hughs 

Tel: 07740 345129 
Email: ian@ihughes.co.uk 

Membership Secretary & Scale 
Leader 

Roger Strudwicke 
Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Graham Coles 12 1 18

Alan Whitbread 7 2 12

Joshua Simons 3 3 9

Colin Mears 6 4 8

Tony Simons 5 5 6

Harry Simons 14 5 6

Jon Simons 4 7 4

Stephen Tappin 18 7 4

Jim Wilshire 9 9 3

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Tony Simons 1 1 18

Graham Coles 12 1 18

Colin Mears 4 3 13

Alan Whitbread 7 4 8

Jon Simons 3 5 6

Ian Hughes 5 6 5

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
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Wacky Races Championship after 2 rounds 

Electra’s Visits
MTMBC hosted a round of the Electra Championships on 
Sunday May 14. Unfortunately there were no MTMBC entrants 
for the Novice Challenge races. A number of members came 
along to watch and chat with the racers.

MTMBC Open Day
Our members ran demonstration races of Club500 and F600B 
club classes and Oxford Model Boat Club ran 3 races to 
complete a round of their Hinskey 400 championship (pictured) 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates 
Representative  

Janet Burch 
Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net

  Best 6 of 7

Name No. Position Points

Dave Parker 8 1 18

Tony Simons 5 2 10

Jon Simons 3 3 7

Harry Simons 10 4 6

Close Too close

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
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Tug Towing by Tony Simons 

April 
A well attended session with several scored runs achieved, a lot 
of free running and barge towing taking place many are very 
good at towing I encourage you to try your hand at the scored 
run competition. 

May  
A quite meeting with only 
three of us present we got 
on with chalking up a few 
rounds on the score board, 
enjoyed being skippers, 
some banter all in a 
wonderful setting.  
This picture is the 2016 
Tug Master demonstrating 
towing rope capture round 
the propellor and how to 
remove same.  

An article worth repeating from a Voice Pipe 2016 

 How to Simulate Tug Boat Life 
1.Sleep on a shelf in your closet. 
2.Replace your closet door with a curtain. 
3.5 hours after you go to sleep have your wife or significant 
other whip open the curtain, shine a light in your eyes, and say 
“time to go on watch”. 
4.Renovate your bathroom. Build a wall across the middle. Move 
the shower head down to chest level. Install the hot/cold, on/off 
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Club Contacts - Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel: 077765 263718 
Email: orsonkarte@btinternet.com

Tugs in action at Open Day

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
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valves backwards. 
5.When you take a shower turn off the water while soaping. 
6.Every time there is a storm sit in a wobbly rocking chair and 
rock as hard as you can until you’re nauseous. 
7.Put diesel oil in your humidifier instead of water and set it on 
high. 
8.Using a spray bottle filled with diesel oil lightly mist your 
clothes. 
9.Leave a lawn mower running in your front room 24 hours a 
day to provide the proper noise level and exhaust odour. 
10.Wake up every night and eat a peanut butter sandwich. 

June 
Sadly I couldn’t be with you, work still gets in the way my 
sources tell me it was well attended, no competition scores 
added but all enjoyed themselves. 
I would appreciate feedback if skippers would like some other 
activity to be included. 
I have a request for skippers of particularly larger powerful tugs 
to join a couple of practice sessions to tow a large ship because 
Portsmouth Warship members will allow us next year at the 
Beale Park Boat show to demonstrate our towing with one of 
their large warships. 

Yachting Sextion by John Price 
The weather has been good to us this year, so far, and we have 
had some good regattas. It is the usual format.....Fiestas and 
Victorias on the Sunday morning and One Metres (IOMs) in the 
afternoon. 
The big change is that we have had an influx of new sailing 
members, mostly from the model aircraft club I belong to. They 
arrived with DragonFlite 95(DF95) yachts. These are proving to 
be very popular and some of our old members have bought 
them too. I believe there are 9 or 10 of them now. They are 
95cm long but the mast is shorter than that of an IOM. They are 
easy to sail and very fast across the wind. They come with winch 
and rudder servo installed. 
There will probably be DF95 regattas this year on an ad hoc 
basis and if enthusiasm remains high, they could be 
incorporated into next year’s calendar, probably on Saturdays. 
Also of note is that Andrew, one of the new members, built 
THREE wooden planked IOMs over the winter!! He also 
acquired a chain saw and, with Keith and Paul’s help, cleared 
the small copse that had grown up on the bank near our 
pontoon. This has improved sailing in southerly winds. Good 
work. 
So, exciting times on the yachting front. We now get ten or 
eleven boats on the water at regattas so we are all studying the 
Racing Rules of Sailing (I hope) so that races can proceed in a 
calm and orderly fashion! 

Scale & Saga Sailing 
Scale - Canal Boat 

There have been rumours circulating about a 67' model canal 
boat being built locally on a scale of 1:1, (must be a model 
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From the dock the woman 
watched as the salty old tugboat 
captain skilfully docked his boat. 
She was impressed that such an 
old man would still be doing such a 
tough job. She decided to wait until 
the captain disembarked. As he 
did, she asked him," Captain, what 
is your secret to leading such a 
long and productive life?" "Well," 
he said. "I would have to say it's 
because I smoke three packs of 
cigarettes a day, drink a case of 
whisky every week, eat a lot of 
fatty foods and I never exercise.” 
“Wow, that's amazing," the woman 
said. "Exactly how old are you?" 
He answered, “Thirty-one” 
A reporter was interviewing a 
Tugboat Captain who was 
celebrating his 82nd birthday. He 
was the oldest captain on the river. 
At the end of the interview the 
reporter said, "I would love to 
come back and see you again 
when you reach 90. The captain 
said, " Don't see why not. You look 
healthy enough to make it!” 
A boat painter was awarded the 
job of painting a small sailboat and 
when the owner asked him, how 
long it would take him to finish the 
job, he replied, "Two weeks". 
Three weeks went by and the 
owner, a little concerned of the 
delay, confronted the painter. "Hey 
Paul", said the owner, "You told me 
that it would take you two weeks to 
paint my boat and it's been three 
weeks... What's up with that?" The 
painter put his paintbrush down, 
looked the owner square in the 
eye and said, "That was two 
NAUTICAL weeks, like a nautical 
mile, they're a little longer". 
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despite its size - apparently it is to have R/C control of rudder, 
propulsion, & bow thruster. ) It is understood from a highly 
unreliable source that it is to be a female-free zone  (?????) If 
you can discover the identity of the owner, we could present him 
with a cardboard cut-out of the chairman to stand by the 
controls, thus saving other innocent mariners from thinking they 
did not put enough tonic in their morning G&Ts, as they had just 
seen a boat charging down the canal apparently driving itself! 

Saga Sailing

I must apologise for 
publishing the wrong email 
address for Alan Whitbread 
(Saga Sailing Co-ordinator) in 
the last edition of VP. These 
are the correct contact details 
and to help recognise Alan in 
the flesh can you find 4 other 
pictures of him in this edition. 
ed. Tel: 077765 263718,  or  
orsonkarte@btinternet.com

Trading Post Extra 

Club 500, new speed controller Mtroniks Marine 30. 
3 X 2500 mah, & 1 x 3,300 mah batteries. 
Battery charger B6AC Multi-charger. 
Spektrum DX 5e Tx /Rx  
All in plastic box to transport 
£150 ono 

Joysway Mad Shark 
3 lipo batteries in bags with 
metal tin. 
Lipo charger 
Stand 
Tx/rx included, 
Plastic box for transporting 
all £150.00 
Please contact Jim 
jwilshire@btinternet.com 
Tel: 01635 253141
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Once upon a time there was a 
famous sea captain. This captain 
was very successful at what he 
did; for years he guided merchant 
ships all over the world. Never did 
stormy seas or pirates get the best 
of him. He was admired by his 
crew and fellow captains. 
 However, there was one thing 
different about this captain. Every 
morning he went through a strange 
ritual. He would lock himself in his 
captain's quarters and open a 
small safe. In the safe was an 
envelope with a piece of paper 
inside. He would stare at the paper 
for a minute, and then lock it back 
up. After, he would go about his 
daily duties. For years this went 
on, and his crew became very 
curious. Was it a treasure map? 
Was it a letter from a long lost 
love? 
 Everyone speculated about the 
contents of the strange envelope. 
One day the captain died at sea. 
After laying the captain's body to 
rest, the first mate led the entire 
crew into the captains’ quarters. 
He opened the safe, got the 
envelope, opened it and... The first 
mate turned pale and showed the 
paper to the others. Four words 
were on the paper, two on two 
lines: Port Left, Starboard Right. 

mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:jwilshire@btinternet.com

