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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 
Beale Park Model Boat Show 2018 
A big thank you to all who were able to attend the “Beale Park 
Model Boat Show” you all contributed in a variety of ways to the 
success of the show, Kent Model Boat Display Team informed 
me there had been no complaints received but a lot of interest 
and praise from visitors and clubs attending. 

All the visiting clubs enjoyed the weekend and as proof have 
indicated they would like to be present next year. 

Chairman’s Corner 

• 2018 BP Model Boat Show 
• Salvage 
• VP Caption results 
• Website 
• Lost charger 

Fast Electrics 

• BP Model Boat Show Action 
Tug Towing 

• Tugs at BP Model Boat Show 
Scale & Saga Sailing 

• Scale boats at The Show 

Dates for your diary 

• Sun 20th May                12am     
Scale steering competition 
Round 1 inside lake 

• Sat 26th May10am & 1:30pm 
Fast Electrics             Round 2 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races 
& Run What Ya Brung  

• Sat 9th June                 10am                    
Tug Towing                Round 3  
& free sailing 

• Sat 9th June     10am & 1pm 
Yachting                     Round 3             
Fiesta/Victoria & Handicap 

• Sat 16th June   10am & 1pm 
Yachting                     Round 3                           
DF59s & IOM 

• Sun 17th June              12am 
Scale steering competition 
Round 2 inside lake 

• Sat 23rd Jun10am &1:30pm 
Fast Electrics             Round 3 
Club500, F600B, Wacky Races 
& Run What Ya Brung

Voice<<<<<<>>>>>>pipe 
The Newsletter of  

The Mid-Thames Model Boat Club

Challenger leaving berth assisted by 4 MTMBC tugs

After a quick assessment of the opposition Colin decides not 
to issue a Tug Towing Challenge to the Kent Model Boat 

Display Team.
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There were enough volunteers 
to cover most duties this 
helped ensure no one apart 
from a few needed to cover 
both days, this said several 
came for the two days helping 
make light work of running the 
show. 
The Park staff were very 
helpful with the many aspects 
of setting up the show and 
delivering on the weekend, 
Julia also went the extra mile 
to be present on her weekend 
off to help get the new entry 
electronic tokens issued to 
club members present at the 
show. 

The café opened early to provide hot food and drinks for the 
clubs arriving before the park opened, I can recommend the 
sausage baguettes.  
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Trading Post  

Special offer to members. 
Club500, nearly new, complete boat 

has everything except Tx, Rx & 
batteries. A quality build that has only 

been raced twice. 
It was donated to the club & can be 
offered to an aspiring racer for £25. 

Contact Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Thunder Tiger Volans 1 metre 
trimaran….. 
Hulls completely fitted out ready to 
go with Hitec winch, rudder servo 
and all hull rigging. Rigging, sails, 
spars and fittings untouched in 
original large box awaiting assembly. 
Full instruction manual. Huge fun to 
build and sail. Worth a try.  
£80 ono collected.               
Peter Shanks 01367 242177 or 
p.shanks1@btinternet.com 

Is that the elusive MTMBC Membership Sec. looking shifty?  
I think he now owes me a coffee & cake from the cafe. ed.

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:p.shanks1@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:p.shanks1@btinternet.com
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Dave Parker’s demonstration Club 500 and F600 races were 
very well received by the visitors with noticeable crowds 
gathering to watch. Lots of frantic action, collisions and capsizes 
as usual for these fun to drive tough little electric boats. 

The show is “Beale Parks” “Model Boat Show”, they have invited 
KMBDT and ourselves to host it for the past few years, at the 
time of writing this I have not heard if there is to be a show next 
year but if a show is to be held KMBDT have already offered to 
run it in conjunction with our club. 
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Trading Post  

Branneran, Norwegian coastal 
supply boat. 1.4m long. Ready to 
go, including batteries, ballast, full 
crew. Sails very happily. Needs tx, 
rx.   Offers around £120 

Peter Shanks 01367 242177 or 
p.shanks1@btinternet.com 

Trading Post is an area of 

Voice Pipe where members 

can advertise their model 

paraphernalia. So if you 

have any you would like 

to sell, swap, buy or just 

want something send 

contact details, brief 

description and a picture 

if possible to:- 

parker42@btinternet.com

There were plenty of volunteers to take on the challenge of 
towing ‘The Challenger’ and other unusual tows.

mailto:p.shanks1@btinternet.com
mailto:p.shanks1@btinternet.com
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Salvage 
On the Sunday afternoon of 
the show an experimental 
hydrofoil craft sank, the 
initial search with the rescue 
boat was unsuccessful 
but…..  
Simons Bros. Salvage go 
Hi-Tech 
The following Saturday 
using Dave Parker’s tug to 
slowly tow the rescue boat 
the hydrofoil was located 
and recovered using an 

underwater camera taped to a 
long pole with a very technical 
coat hanger hook on the end 
of the pole. 
We now have an effective 
way of recovering sunk 
models but as usual try not to 
have a sinking as there is an 
amazing amount of weed on 
the floor of the inner lake. 
It’s surprising what may be 
lurking beneath the surface 
here at Beale Park lake. 

VP caption results 
The editor asked the club principals to find a suitable caption for 
this photo taken at the show.  
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“Hear nothing, see nothing and say…a lot!!” by John Price.
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Club Website 
My thanks to Graham Toplis for setting up our excellent new web 
site, sadly due to family ill health Graham wished to stand down 
from maintaining the web site, silver tongued Dave Parker has 
convinced Chris Withey to run our web site although Chris isn’t a 
club member, my thanks to Chris for taking on the role. 
Lost battery Charger 
We had an automatic battery charger for all types of batteries in 
the club house, has anyone accidentally taken it home?  
Finally 
As ever if anyone has a good idea they would like to implement 
or an issue with how the club is not meeting their expectation 
please let myself or one of the Committee members know. 

I look forward to seeing you lakeside. Tony 

Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 
On both days of the show we ran demonstration races in the 
morning and afternoon for Club500s and F600Bs. Two guests 
from the Stevenage Model Boat Club joined in the fun with the 
Club500s and one other guest raced the Club’s Have A Go 
F600B. Many thanks to Janet and John who helped with the lap 
counting. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 07747 642234 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Treasurer & Steam Team Leader 
Ian Hughes 

Tel: 07740 345129 
Email: ian@ihughes.co.uk 

Membership Secretary 
Roger Strudwicke 

Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com

Game faces on ready for the starting gun

Boats to the starting gate please. A push start or just 
dragging it back to the start line?

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
http://gmail.com


 Issue 159 BP Model Boat Show Special My 2018

Keep your eyes open for a short video of the Club500 race on 
the F/E pages of the website in the next few days. 

See you lakeside Dave 
Tug Towing by Tony Simons 
The last two meetings have been well attended, to date only Guy 
has entered a clear run for towing a single barge but more of us 
will be looking to try for a few clear runs. 
The team who had been practising to tow warship on the Sunday 
of the show had to make do with “Challenger” our own ship as 
the Portsmouth Warship group unexpectedly didn’t attend the 
show. Despite the good practice runs a few things went wrong on 
the day but hopefully not noticed by onlookers. 
Keep your eyes open for a video of the voyage on the Tug 
Towing pages of the MTMBC website in the next few days. 
On the Sunday afternoon Challengers own radio control was 
enabled so that I could operate her independently during the 
lunch break but had to be disabled on the last demonstration of 
towing as it had seemingly developed an intermittent fault 
whereby the propeller would spring to life without warning.  

I eventually noted the interference was coming from Challengers 
transmitter in the hands of a member already serving two life 
sentences as a committee member, I am considering a third life 
time sentence. 
We have been slowly gaining more barges for towing, but as 
they were getting piled on top of other boats I have re arranged 
the storage rack in the club house to give them their own shelf. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net 

Ladies & Associates 

Representative  
Janet Burch 

Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net

Challenger returns to port after an eventful voyage round the 
inside lake at the Show in the company of 4 MTMBC Tugs

mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
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Kent gave us an interesting “Master Class” demonstration on 
both days of the show towing “Challenger” with a couple of their 

superbly detailed tugs, which were a pleasure to watch. 

Scale  
This is Karen befriending some of the locals, but mum doesn’t 
look so sure. I am pleased to say that she also looks after the 
human members with a delicious cake to share so thank you 
Karen. 

A variety of scale boats on show and on the water at The BP 
Model Boat Show. 
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Club Contacts - Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel: 07765 263718 
Email: orsonkarte@btinternet.com 

Scale Leader 
Colin Mears 

Tel: 01252 626164 
Email: colin@mearsgroup.org

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:colin@mearsgroup.org
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:colin@mearsgroup.org
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Club Contacts - Volunteers 

Webmaster 
Chris Withey  

Tel: 01264 36265 
Email: chriswithey@sky.com 

Smart kid - STUDENT WHO 
OBTAINED 0% ON AN EXAM 
 I would have given him 100%!  
Each answer is absolutely 
grammatically correct, and funny 
too. The teacher had no sense of 
humour.  
 Q1.. In which battle did Napoleon 
die? 
 * his last battle 
 Q2.. Where was the Declaration of 
Independence signed? 
 * at the bottom of the page 
 Q3.. River Ravi flows in which 
state? 
 * liquid 
 Q4.. What is the main reason for 
divorce? 
 * marriage 

mailto:chriswithey@sky.com
mailto:chriswithey@sky.com
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Finally we received this kind invitation from Stevenage Model 
Boat Club. 
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 Q5.. What is the main reason for 
failure? 
 * exams 
 Q6.. What can you never eat for 
breakfast? 
 * Lunch & dinner 
 Q7.. What looks like half an apple? 
 * The other half 
 Q8.. If you throw a red stone into 
the blue sea what it will become? 
 * Wet 
 Q9.. How can a man go eight days 
without sleeping ? 
 * No problem, he sleeps at night. 
 Q10. How can you lift an elephant 
with one hand? 
 *   You will never find an elephant 
that has one hand.  
 Q11. If you had three apples and 
four oranges in one hand and four 
apples and three oranges in the 
other hand, what would you have? 
 * Very large hands 
 Q12. If it took eight men ten hours 
to build a wall, how long would it 
take four men to build it? 
 *No time at all, the wall is already 
built. 
 Q13. How can u drop a raw egg 
onto a concrete floor without 
cracking it? 
 *Any way you want, concrete 
floors are very hard to crack.

Would you pass on our thanks to the members of 
Mid-Thames Model Boat Club. We all had very 

enjoyable time and appreciated the warm 
welcome from your club members. We look 

forward to next years event. 
In the mean time SMBC will be holding a FunDay 

on 17th June and a Lifeboat day on 22nd July. You 
and your members would be most welcome. 


