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Chairman’s Corner by Tony Simons 
As I write the sun is shining and thinking back, we have been 
blessed with a summer that pleases most with a bit of 
everything. 
The search for new home waters 
As many will be aware the main focus has been the relocation of 
the club to new water. Despite there being acres of water nearby 
it has proved very difficult to locate any suitable for our activities 
let alone any one prepared to share with us.  
However, we are in discussion with at least two good leads and 
have others we are exploring. When we have something of 
substance to report we will inform you. 
We are a long way from adding wheels to our boats for want of 
water. 
If anyone knows of a landowner with the corner of a field that is 
of little use to them and has a high water table or a pond/lake 
that can be restored we are interested. The water area dream 
size is 100m x 50m, smallest 60m x 30m with space to park cars 
and container with road access, minimal trees as they block the 
wind. 
Check out the News & Events page of the website under the 
MTMBC “Go Again button” and you will find updates on the 
search for new home waters. 
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Dates for your diary 
• Sun 6th Oct          10am & 1pm 

Yachting FiestaVictoriaRound 7 
Outside lake. Handicap (Any 
type of Yacht) Outside Lake 

• Sat 12th Oct                     10am  
Tug Towing:                 Round 7   
Free sailing & competition 
Inside Lake 

• Sat 19th Oct         10am & 1pm 
Yachting DF95s           Round 7 
OIM                              Round 7 
Outside Lake 

• Sat 26th Oct   10am & 1:30pm 
Club500 & F600B        Round 7 
Inside lake. Wacky Races & 
Run What Ya Brung. Outside 
lake 

• Sun 3rd November           
Beale Park Closes 

• Thur 14th November         8pm 
Club evening meeting at 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

• Thur 12th December         8pm 
Club Christmas meeting at 
Tidmarsh Village Hall 

Voice<<<<<<>>>>>>pipe 
The Newsletter of  

The Mid-Thames Model Boat Club

Maximum concentration levels evident for competitors & 
officials at the Chairman’s Day steering competition.
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Committee  
Sadly Roger Strudwicke has resigned from the committee but 
has agreed to continue with his other roles for a while longer. I 
thank him for his input in streamlining the renewal process with 
Beale Park, also fighting a drawn out fight to get the bank to 
allow us access to our funds. He also made a profit as the bank 
gave us £50 “Hassle” compensation. A very good start as Club 
Treasurer. 
Hopefully we will see Roger with his tug at our new water next 
year. 
Chairman’s Day 
We were blessed with good weather and thank you to the 
members who came I would have been lonely without you.  

A special thank you to Janet for the excellent cakes. 

Dave laid on another interesting challenge for the Club 500 boats 
with one being a “Wolf”. The Wolf can roam in any direction and 
has to touch a sheep that sheep then retires and the game 
continues until all sheep have been tagged or batteries have 
been exhausted. The sheep having to negotiate the usual race 
course with no deviation. This turned into quite a tussle between 
sheep that slowed just in time to let the Wolf over shoot then the 
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Undergrowth clearing working party. You wouldn’t want to 
run into these three in a dark alley
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same sheep would run 
at full speed while the 
Wolf turned to catch 
up.  
By popular request 
another round was 
played of this game 
with Wiki as Wolf. 
Writing as a sheep that 
got tagged almost 
straight away Wiki may 
need to change the 
colour of her boat as I 
hadn’t twigged it was 
her closing rapidly and 
not a sheep of the 
same colour. 
One of our number 
who will remain 
nameless joined the 
“Involuntary 
Submarine fleet”  
( there is a clue in this picture ) 

Colin ran Round 4 of the Scale event my thanks to Colin we all 
enjoyed the challenge, as ever a popular event but sadly we 
don’t see many joining in on other Scale rounds that said, all 
who come enjoy themselves.  

Fast Electrics by Dave Parker 
The last three months has seen good competitive racing with the 
Club500 fields growing in size as some new racers join in the fun 
and games. F600B attendances have remained consistent but 
modest. Wacky Races has seen a variety of commercials 
available models with minimal modifications taking part and Run 
What Ya Brung has had the usual variety of boats from some big 
Mono hulls, Mono1s and Cats. 
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Trading Post  

Trading Post is an area of 

Voice Pipe where members 

can advertise their model 

paraphernalia. So if you 

have any you would like 

to sell, swap, buy or just 

want something send 

contact details, brief 

description and a picture 

if possible to:- 

parker42@btinternet.com

For Sale 
Price Reduction 

Meccano Evolution 5  
Electric motor, gears & full 
instructions. Complete as far as I 
know plus a few extra pieces. 
£15 

More work for the High Tech section of Simons Bros. 
Salvage

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com


 Issue 164 October 2019

Club500 
Club500 goes from strength to strength with new racers joining in 
and the positions at the top of the table still to be decided at the 
penultimate round on Saturday 26th October. 
Championship positions after 6 Rounds 

F600B 
Championship positions after 6 Rounds 

F600B Change to race time 
Following a successful experiment, and a vote of the F600B 
participants at Round 5, it was decided that the race time would 
be reduced from 6 to 5 minutes. I will update the specification at 
the end of the season but until then future races will be 5 
minutes. This enables a reasonable performance to the end of 
the race rather than the last minute of the race being very slow 
as battery voltages fall too low. 
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Competitor No. points pos.

Graham Coles 12 41 1

Colin Mears 6 34 2

Joshua Simons 3 16 3

Matt Richardson 11 12 4

Ben Mexson 0 9 5

Alan Whitbread 7 9 5

David Walters 1 7 7

Tim Koziowski 8 6 8

Harry Simons 14 4 9

Colin Sayer 15 4 9

David Payne 2 3 11

Lawrie Cooper 9 3 11

Wiki Daniels 13 1 13

Steven Greenslade 16 1 13

Michael Payne 17 1 13

Competitor No. points pos.

Graham Coles 12 49 1

Colin Mears 4 34 2

Matt Richardson 15 15 3

Alan Whitbread 7 14 4

Tony Simons 1 13 5

David Walters 3 8 6
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F600B Tip 
Even if a hull is well sealed, and water tight, water can enter the 
hull via the prop shaft. This is made worse by a slight vacuum 
being pulled in the hull by the action of the prop and the boat 
moving through the water. It is not clear how this actually comes 
about but it does. The pressure can be equalised by a very small 
hole being drilled in the superstructure which will allow 
equalisation of pressure but not allow water to enter. About a 
0.5mm diameter hole in the back of the engine cover about 
15mm up from deck level seems to work fine and helps keep the 
hole out of the water if the boat is turned over. 
Thank you to Colin M who was the Guinea Pig sorry Marine 
Engineer who tested the theory on his boat. 
Whacky Races 
Championship positions after 3 Rounds 

We have been able to run 3 rounds of Wacky Races which is 
just enough to constitute a championship. New racers have 
joined the group racing slightly modified commercially available 
models. I hope enough competitors will turn up to run a final 
round of the championships at our last meeting at Beale Park. 
Run What Ya Brung 
RWYB continues to be well attended with a variety of boats 
being run and tested. It is an ideal opportunity to test and set up 
a race boat for Wacky Races or any other class including 
Club500 and F600B. A small number of racers have been testing  
Mono 1 boats and at the last meeting they ran a practice race to 
help determine how their boats perform under race conditions. 
These could be the core of a Mono 1 race class next year when 
we find new waters. 

See you lakeside Dave 

Tug Towing by Tony Simons 
Officially there hasn’t been any competition this year but several 
of us have negotiated the buoys without incurring penalties 
which means we are becoming rather proficient or just lucky! 
Tony’s tips for achieving a low score. No.6 
Lower the parallels below the water surface as you pass 
through. ( It worked for me ) 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Chairman & Tug Leader 
Tony Simons 

Tel: 07747 642234 
Email: tony406@btinternet.com 

Secretary & Scale Leader 
Colin Mears 

Tel: 01252 626164 
Email: colin@mearsgroup.org 

 Yachting Leader 
John Price 

Tel: 0118 941 4766 
Email: jetpipe@talktalk.net

Competitor No. points pos.

David Parker 8 27 1

Tim Kozlowski 3 10 2

Tony Simons 5 9 3

Steve Greenslade 2 7 4

Colin Sayer 6 7 4

Joshua Simons 9 6 6

Colin Mears 7 2 7

Harry Simons 10 2 7

mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
mailto:colin@mearsgroup.org
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
mailto:tony406@btinternet.com
mailto:colin@mearsgroup.org
mailto:etpipe@talktalk.net
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A “Bollard pull” test was conducted at the last meeting involving 
Dave Parker, Peter Butler and myself having a “Tug ‘O’ war” 
interestingly despite having the same motors Dave’s tug proved 
too strong for mine (May consider banning 3D printed Kort 

nozzles) as this is the main difference between the tugs but 
Peter Butler came out as most powerful on the day. 
Before Richard, Colin and Jon think “We can beat Peter” you will 
have to pull against each other as we have tugs of finesse not 
brute force. 
Yachting by John Price 
We have been blessed with some very pleasant weather this 
summer. Most of the regattas haven’t had very much wind but 
there has always been enough to complete a fair number of 
races. 
Over the last month we have seen more weed than ever before 
but with the aid of wellies and waders it has been possible to 
launch our boats into clear water and for the most part the 
course stayed clear. 
For the last regatta on the 21st September there was a bit more 
wind but there were periods when it would change direction 
every couple of seconds, making it very difficult to maintain any 
momentum. The wind also caused small islands of weed to drift 
across the course but it was possible see these and avoid them. 
If you sailed into one your boat would stop and not move until the 
rescue boat arrived. 
We’ve had quite good attendances and even the One Metres 
have had enough entrants to be able to award the trophy this 
year. 
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Club Contacts - Your 
Committee 

Ladies & Associates Rep.  
Janet Burch 

Tel: 01635 34403 
Email: janet.burch@talktalk.net  

Saga Sailing Co-ordinator 
Alan Whitbread 

Tel: 07765 263718 
Email: orsonkarte@btinternet.com

Tugs of War

mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
mailto:janet.burch@talktalk.net
mailto:orsenkarte@btinternet.com
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There are only two more regattas this season on the 6th and 19th 
October. Several people have entered only 3 regattas this year 
and 4 are needed to get an end of season score, so if they come 
to one of the remaining ones they will then be eligible for a 
trophy. This means that the final positions could change 
significantly. 
So far this season 6 people have competed in ViFi65 (Victoria, 
Fiesta and DF65), 7 in the HANDICAP, 7 in DF95 and 
surprisingly, 8 in the One Metres. Obviously it would be nice to 
have more people taking part but we do have a core of keen 
sailors.  
Unfortunately Graham Topliss has left the club but is still 
processing the regatta scores. Someone else will have to take 
over from him next year. Hmmmmm? 
In the Handicap only 2 people have completed 4 events so there 
is a guaranteed bronze medal available for someone on the 6th 
October. Of course gold and silver are also a possibility! 
If anyone would like to try yachting I have a couple of yachts they 
could borrow or buy for very little money, just ask. 

Scale by Colin Mears 
We have come to the end of another scale season, unfortunately 
the last to be held at Beale Park. Of the five monthly meetings 
planned only three were held. The May meeting being cancelled 
due to a severe weather warning and the September one being 
abandoned due to heavy rain.  
At all of the meetings we never had more than 4 members scale 
models to admire which was a shame as there must be some 
very good models out there. 
At all the meetings we held a sailing event which was either: 
Sailing an out and back course to try to take the same time taken 
in each direction or sailing a more intricate course where penalty 
points were given for errors made. This year’s championship 
results are 1st Peter Butler, 2nd Colin Mears and 3rd Wiki Daniels. 
With so few members attending scale meetings is it an indication 
interest in scale models has waned? or is Sunday not a 
convenient day and would Saturday be more popular? We would 
appreciate members letting your committee know they are 
interested in continuing with scale meetings and if so, which day 
they would prefer.
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Club Contacts - 
Volunteers 

Voice Pipe Editor & Fast 
Electrics Leader 

 Dave Parker 
Tel: 0118 9700162 
Email: parker42@btinternet.com

Webmaster 
Chris Withey  

Tel: 01264 36265 
Email: chriswithey@sky.com 

Treasurer & 
Membership Secretary 

Roger Strudwicke 
Tel: 01628 526577 
mail: rogerstrudwicke@gmail.com Couldn’t resist putting this one in ed.

mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:chriswithey@sky.com
mailto:parker42@btinternet.com
mailto:chriswithey@sky.com
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